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Miss A. McMullen  

Dear Parents,  
 

Welcome to our first Primary Bulletin of the year.  I hope 
you all had a restful summer break and had the  
opportunity to spend some quality time together as a  
family.  The children have all settled in well to the new year 
and it has been amazing to see all the classes engaged and 
inspired by their first half term topics.  I hope you found 
the curriculum information and evenings useful, these  
provide an opportunity to share our learning expectations 
and ways you can support your child at home.   
 

If you are new to St Richard Reynolds I would like to extend 
a warm welcome and hope you will be very happy in our 
school community.  I look forward to meeting everyone 
over the next few weeks at the school gates or various 
events.  This year we are building our College vision around 
the theme of Friendship, appreciating the importance of 
positive relationships at all levels, especially with God, and 
the impact that they have on our wellbeing.  In assemblies 
at the beginning of term we explored ways we can build 
those relationships and the joy and support they provide 
us.  We will be continuing to explore our theme through 
our PSHE lessons and Collective Worship.   
 

The focus across the College this half term and beyond is 
developing the children’s oracy skills. The Communication 
Trust’s 2017 report ‘Talking About a Generation’ found that 
children who struggle with language or have poor  
vocabulary at the age of five are: 
• Six times less likely to reach the expected standard in 
English at age 11 than children who had good language 
skills at five. 
• Ten times less likely to achieve the expected level in 
Maths. 
• Twice as likely to have mental health difficulties, even 
after taking account of a range of other factors that might 
have played a part. 
In school we promote language rich learning environments 
through word walls, key topic vocabulary displayed and 
language and communication interventions in Reception 
and KS1.  The teachers have been learning different  
strategies to scaffold and promote talk in the  
classroom.  There are so many different ways you can  
continue to support your child’s language development 
and oracy skills at home; reading different stories aloud, 
playing word games or conversations around the dinner 
table.   

Whilst national restrictions have been eased we are 
still mindful of the presence of Covid-19 in our  
community.  If your child develops symptoms at 
home or during school they are advised to take a 
PCR test.  Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a 
new, continuous cough, or a high  temperature, or a 
loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or 
smell  (anosmia).  If you think your child has been in 
close contact with a positive case but has not have 
not been contacted directly by NHS Test and Trace 
you can arrange to take a PCR test, even if you do 
not have symptoms, because you may be at higher 
risk of being infected. 
 

Thank you very much for your continued support. 



Our Catholic Community  

 

 

We are delighted to welcome the children back to a new academic year. In RE we have been learning about St. Richard  
Reynolds and how his qualities can inspire us. The children have been sharing ideas and demonstrating ways in which we can 
live out our College motto: Videte bona Domini (See the good things of the Lord).  The superb attitude towards learning and 
the excellent friendship our children are showing to each other is an outstanding example of how to live out our College motto. 
 

Let us Pray 
College Prayer 

 
St Richard Reynolds, 

Be with us in our faith, life and learning 
Open our eyes to a challenge 

Open our hearts to love 
Open our ears to listen 

Open our spirits to inspire 
And let us see the good things of the lord 

(et videamus nos bona domini) 
Amen 

Welcome Mass  
 
Thank you to all our Reception parents who attended the  
Welcome Mass celebrated by Bishop John Sherrington (Auxiliary 
Bishop of Westminster).  It was wonderful to be able to gather 
together, particularly after the challenges we have overcome 
throughout the last eighteen months, and welcome the new 
members of our community.   

In Memory of Nerea Whitmore 
 
During our College Welcome Mass on Friday 
10th September Bishop Sherrington blessed a 
bench in loving memory of Nerea, who was one 
of our first pupils to join our College family in 
Reception. The bench in her memory has been 
welcomed by all our pupils, bringing them  
together in friendship. 
 

Our RE Curriculum 
 
This year we will be sending out a termly RE newsletter. This will contain more detailed information about our RE curriculum 
as well as updates from our Mini-Vinnies about our catholic Community.  We look forward to sharing the first edition just  
before half term.  The children have started their first topic ‘Domestic Church’ focusing on different aspects of our family. 



Class learning  

Reception  
After a week of half days Reception are finally in and staying for 

lunch and a full day. I am incredibly proud of my class in settling 

in so well and following the routines. Over the week it has been 

wonderful to watch friendships develop as we begin our topic 

“Do you want to be friends?” Toy Story 4 continues to be a big hit 

with Reception class and we all made our own forky to take 

home. In class we have circle times to discuss what a good friend 

is.  



Year 1 Year 2 
In Year 1 we have been learning all about our fantastic families 

for our Autumn term topic. The children have been sharing the 

qualities and activities they enjoy doing with their family and 

friends. We have enjoyed exploring about different families 

and communities across the world which all help spread love.  

Saskia Belloc Beatrix Altmann 

Bluebelle Salter-Tomkins 

Year 1 classroom display 

Year 2  had a great start this half term. They had their first 

Science lesson, they looked at different items that they 

will use in Science and different types of materials.   

 

Year 2 took part in a scooter training session on Thursday  

16th September. They learnt about safe riding and staying 

safe on the streets. The children had a brilliant time!   



Year 3 
To begin our first class topic (Mighty Metals) Year 3 spent 

time out in the playground exploring a range of apparatus. 

They investigated which equipment would not move, unless 

a push or pull force was applied and described forces in  

motion. We discussed key questions such as: “what would 

make a swing move to and fro?” and “whether all things 

would slide down the slide at the same speed?’ We then took 

digital photos of the different play equipment in use and 

aimed to successfully capture the swinging, spinning and 

whooshing motions.   

Year 3 used drama to visualise and explore key scenes from 

our class text ‘Tiger Dead! Tiger Dead!’ Each group took turns 

acting out the funeral scene of Tiger, our mischievous main 

character, who went to great lengths to become King of the 

Jungle. Using their knowledge of storytelling and their vivid 

imaginations, they explored the characters' different  

personalities and brought the jungle animals to life in  

preparation for writing their own independent stories.  

As part of our WOW day of scientific experiments Year 3 

acted as engineers, scientists and physicists as they made 

catapults from lollipops and shot objects far and wide. They 

battled it out to see who could shoot the furthest! They also 

tested and trialled how they could make a plastic toy car 

move without touching it. Using their knowledge of  

non-contact forces Year 3 used the power of magnetism to 

repel their cars across the playground and over the finish 

line. They also undertook their own Magnetic Material  

Exploration to hunt out magnetic objects across the school 

including our school gates, iron nails and keys.  



Year 4 

Year 5  

Year 4 have had a wonderful start to the year. In Maths we 
have been reviewing column addition using dienes to help us 
visualise the process. We have been exploring new  
mathematical vocabulary such as addend and sum to help us 
explain our thinking. Miss McCormack even let us write on 
the tables!!!  

Year 4 are enjoying getting cosy in the reading corner with 
their books while also keeping an eye on Cora (the fish) and 
her new babies! It is wonderful to see the children reading a 
range of genres and challenging themselves with the books 
that they choose. We have been reading ‘Journey to the  
River Sea’ by Eva Ibbotson as a class and using the story as a  
stimulus for our diary writing in English.   

Year 5 have started the year studying the topic of Ancient 
Egyptians. The WOW day inspired Year 5 to dress, cook, scribe 
and craft like an Egyptian. During this exciting day, we had a 
special delivery of artifacts which were revealed through the 
opening of a Pharaoh's sarcophagus.  Year 5 also learnt how 
to prepare and cook Egyptian flat bread that we enjoyed 
along with our Pharaoh's buffet in the afternoon.  We finished 
the day sculpting canopic jars from clay. The canopic jars were 
used for safekeeping of particular human organs: the  
stomach, intestines, lungs, and liver, all of which, it was  
believed, would be needed in the afterlife. 

 

All of Year 5 looked fantastic in their costumes, which made 
the day that extra bit special particularly once they put on 
their death masks!!! 



 

Year 6 

Roald Dahl Day 
We celebrated Roald Dahl Day in style on Monday this week, 
with children taking part in various activities during the day, 
including Mrs Parker's special Roald Dahl trail.  After school 
the Elizabeth Hall was transformed into a giant's cave, com-
plete with homemade 'dream jars,' as students watched a 
special screening of the BFG film. Many thanks to all the  
children who made dream jars, who attended the film night 
and who donated so generously to the Roald Dahl  
Children's Charity, for whom we raised over £330. Particular 
congratulations to April Speich in Year 1 and Jack Hedley in 
Year 4 who won our 'dream jar' competition.  

Dream Jar Competition 

What a fantastic start to the new year! Year 6 have been  
working exceptionally hard! This week, we have been having 
our first assessment week, where everyone has shown a  
tremendous attitude to their learning at the start of the year. 
We also had a really inspirational first liturgy from the  
children of St Peter House, they delivered an inspiring and  
captivating liturgy to the class and, especially seen as it was 
the first one of the year, came across with such confidence and 
left all of us in the class with something to think about. In  
History, we have really enjoyed continuing our research and 
learning about the Victorians and comparing how life was back 
then to our own today. 



PE Fighting Fit 

"This term our campaign is focusing on physical fitness and how we can develop our fitness. We will also  
focus on the reasons why it is important to be physically active and the benefits that comes with it. There 
will be a focus in all PE lessons, some challenges in class and a whole key stage HIIT at lunch"  

The BFG Film 



Reception 

This week 

Sophie Sanchez Montiel 

Joey Hogan 

Year 1 

Last Week 

Leah Mendoza Estrada 

Timmy Ng Fat 

This week 

Grace Lewis 

Dominik Bartosiewicz  

Year 4 

Last week 

Jemima Goulding 

Joshua Ivaldi 

This week 

Samuel Blewitt 

Kaitlyn Mok 

Year 5 

Last week 

Sofia Sillwood 

Frankie Cain 

This week 

Tilly Ketteringham 

Charlie Pile 

Year 3 

Last week 

Robert Jeffers 

Greta Shah 

This week 

Lauren Taylor 

Scarlett Almeida 

Year 2 

Last week 

Flora Larmour 

Posy Llewellyn 

This week 

Hector Needs 

Lara Farrar 

Year 6 

Last week 

Lucy Ball 

Lina Dalliu 

This week 

Annabelle Denizi 

Jonjo Fahey 

Pupils of the Week—Golden Tie 



Christams Card Competition 2021 











Vacancies 

St Ignatius Catholic Primary School is looking for an Admin & Welfare Officer—12 months maternity  

cover from November 2021. If you are interested please visit the link below:  

https://st-ignatius-catholic-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/  

https://st-ignatius-catholic-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/

